
 

 

June-July-August 

2019 

C
A

L
V

A
R

Y
 
C

O
M

M
E
N

T
S
 

“For just as the body is one and has many members and all 

the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is 

with Christ.”  —1 Corinthians 12:12 
The past few months our Costa Rica team has been prepar-
ing for our mission trip to Costa Rica in June.  Not only 
have we been working to raise money, but we have also 
been studying Costa Rican history and culture and prepar-

ing ourselves spiritually for our journey.  Recently we spent some time reflecting on 
1 Corinthians 12:12-27—the passage where it says, “the eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I 
have no need of you,’ nor again the head to the feet, ‘I have no need of you.’”  After 
reading the passage, each of us was given a tool—just one tool—and together we 
were tasked with the responsibility of building something.  The catch—we could on-
ly touch the tool to which we had been assigned!  Dianna held the measuring tape 
while Shalimar marked the measurement and Steve used the square so we could 
draw a straight line.  Anna and Mariah took turns sawing the wood while Sharon 
held the wood steady and Sandy softened the rough edges with sandpaper. Angie 
and Julie held the nails while Brad and Jeff pounded them in.  At the end of our exer-
cise, we had managed to build a small, functional table—but if any one of us had re-
fused to do our “job”—the table could never have been completed!  This is what life 
in the church is like.  Each of us has been given a special set of gifts and talents and 
God has called us to use those talents in his Kingdom.  When any one of us refuses to 
contribute our gifts to the greater good, the whole church suffers!  This includes not 
only the gift of our monetary tithes, but 
also our gifts of time and talent which 
are absolutely essential if the church is 
to fulfill its mission to make disciples 
of Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world.  As you consider the re-
sources, gifts, and talents God has giv-
en you, how might God be calling you 
to offer them up for use in the church?  
We are all members of One Body in 
Christ and we are all called to do our 
part! 
  In Christ’s Service, 
  Pastor Shalimar   

EVENTS IN  

June-July-August 

Look inside for details 

  

June 12-15  Annual Conference 

June 15-22  Costa Rica Mission Trip 

June 22        Avilla Freedom Festival Car Show 

June 30        Guest Speaker from Destiny Rescue 

July 13         Tour of Black Pine Animal Sanctuary 

July 22-24    Vacation Bible School 

August 4 Deadline to sign up for Luke/Acts Study 

August 8-10   Rummage Sale 

August 11 Making Noodles 

August 12 UM Mountain Mission Truck 

August 14 Making Noodles 

August 18 Making Noodles 

August 21 Making Noodles 

 

SIGN UP TO RECEIVE YOUR  

NEWSLETTER ELECTRONICALLY 
Do to the increasing cost of postage, we will begin publishing “Calvary Comments” quarterly 

and offering the option of receiving the newsletter electronically as a PDF document.  If you 

are able and willing to receive an electronic copy of the newsletter in place of a hard copy, 

please contact the church office to let us know and to ensure we have your updated e-mail ad-

dress on file.  We will continue providing hard copies to those who wish to receive them. 



 

 

CELEBRATING 
THE CHRISTIAN YEAR 

 
 

EASTER 
Easter is a season lasting 50 
days, also known as “The Great 
Fifty Days,” which begins on 
Easter Sunday and stretches 
until the Day of Pentecost.  Dur-
ing the Easter Season we cele-
brate Christ’s victory over death 
and his continued presence with 
us today.  

ASCENSION OF THE LORD 
Ascension of the Lord occurs 40 
days after Easter.  As this al-
ways falls on a Thursday (May 
24th this year), it is usually cele-
brated on the 7th Sunday of 
Easter.  On Ascension Day we 
celebrate the ascension of Jesus 
Christ into heaven where he sits 
at the right hand of God awaiting 
the end of time and the final 
judgment. 

DAY OF PENTECOST 
The 8th and final Sunday of 
Easter is the Day of Pentecost, 
when we remember and cele-
brate the movement of the Holy 
Spirit, whose power transformed 
a group of frightened disciples 
into the greatest evangelists of 
all time and whose power contin-
ues to strengthen and motivate 
us to share the gospel today. 

TRINITY SUNDAY 
Trinity Sunday is the only Sun-
day in the Christian Year that 
arises from a church doctrine 
and not an occasion in the life of 
Christ.  On Trinity Sunday we 
celebrate how God, as Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, has been at 
work throughout the entire histo-
ry of salvation, from creation to 
the end of the age. 
SEASON AFTER PENTECOST 
The Season after Pentecost, 
also called “Ordinary Time” is the 
longest season of the church 
year, stretching from Trinity 
Sunday through Christ the King 
Sunday, just before the begin-
ning of Advent.  The color for the 
season after Pentecost is green, 
signifying growth.  During this 
season we are reminded that 
Christ is with us through the 
ordinary times in our lives, and 
not just the extraordinary ones. 

“Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to your name give glory, for the sake of your steadfast love 

and your faithfulness.”  —Psalm 115:1 

June 2 

7th Sunday of Easter 

Ascension of the Lord 

Acts 1:1-11 

Costa Rica Team Commissioning 

We will celebrate communion this Sunday 

 

June 9 

Day of Pentecost 

Acts 2:1-21 

 

June 16 

Trinity Sunday 

Peace with Justice Sunday 

Father’s Day 

Guest Speaker:  Vicki James 

 

June 23 

2nd Sunday after Pentecost 

Guest Speaker:  Chris Russell from  

Destiny Rescue 

 

June 30 

3rd Sunday after Pentecost 

“Do No Harm” 

 

July 7 

4th Sunday after Pentecost 

“Do Good” 

We will celebrate communion this Sunday 

 

 

July 14 

5th Sunday after Pentecost 

Costa Rica Mission Team Presentation 

 

July 21 

6th Sunday after Pentecost 

“Stay in Love with God” 

 

July 28 

7th Sunday after Pentecost 

VBS Sunday 

“Love God; Love People” 

 

August 4 

8th Sunday after Pentecost 

“Christian Worship” 

We will celebrate communion this Sunday 

 

August 11 

9th Sunday after Pentecost 

“Entering into Worship” 

 

August 18 

10th Sunday after Pentecost 

“Proclaiming and Responding to the Word” 

 

August 25 

11th Sunday after Pentecost 

“Sending Forth” 

 

We will finish up our series on Acts with our Pentecost Sunday celebration as we celebrate the 

gift of the Holy Spirit and the ways in which the Holy Spirit continues to be active in our lives 

today.  The rest of June will see some exciting special speakers, including Vicki James and a 

presentation from our Costa Rica Mission Team on their time in Costa Rica.  We will then revisit 

“Three Simple Rules” that will help us to bring our lives into line with the way Jesus taught us to 

live, followed by our VBS Program on “Love God; Love People.”  During the month of August 

we will take a deeper look at worship as we consider who, how, and why we worship each week.   
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SERVICE OF PRAYER FOR  

OUR NATION 
Wednesday, July 3 @ 6:30 p.m. 

 

You are invited to a time of prayer for our 

nation from 6:30 –7:30 p.m. in the narthex.  

Prayer stations will be set up and you will be 

invited to spend time praying for our nation-

al leaders and national concerns.  The ser-

vice will be very informal.  Stations will 

remain up through Sunday, April 7th. 

“Our worship in both 
its diversity and its 
unity is an encounter 
with the living God 
through the risen 
Christ in the power of 
the Holy Spirit.” 
 

—United Methodist 
Book of Worship 



 

 

“Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole creation.”  —Mark 16:15 

Each month during 2019 we will feature a different 
mission agency.  All  undesignated “missions” 
funds collected during that month will go toward 
that month’s selected mission.  

2019 Missions of the Month 

JUNE:   
 

United Methodist Committee on Relief 
The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is a minis-
try of The United Methodist Church through the General Board of 
Global Ministries and is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization dedicat-

ed to alleviating human suffering around the globe.  UMCOR’s 
work includes programs and projects in disaster response, 

health, sustainable agriculture, food security, relief supplies, and 
more.  100% of designated funds go directly to disaster relief 

efforts.  UMCOR is well known around the world for often being 
the first to arrive and, even more importantly, last to leave the 
scene of a disaster, often remaining for years after a disaster 
helping people to rebuild their homes and their lives.  To learn 

more about UMCOR go to www.umcor.org. 

JULY: 
 

Restore Avilla 
During the Month of July we will be pouring resources back into 
our own community as we support our town’s efforts to make 
Avilla more beautiful and appealing to residents and businesses.  
Undesignated missions money collected this month will support 
“Restore Avilla.”   

PRAY FOR OUR  

Costa Rica Mission Team 
June 15-22, 2019 

The time has finally arrived!  Our team of 11 will fly out 

of Detroit on Saturday, June 15th, flying through Char-

lotte and landing in San Jose, Costa Rica at 11:32 a.m.  

We will have about a 3 hour drive over the mountains to 

San Isidro del General where we will be staying at the 

Costa Rica Mission Projects Mission Center.  Sunday we 

will worship in a local church and Monday-Thursday we 

will be doing construction work on either a Sunday 

School wing or a Methodist campground.  Friday we will 

do something fun (maybe visit the beach or go zip-lining) 

and Saturday we will board our flight out of San Jose at 

2:39 p.m. flying through Charlotte and arriving in Detroit 

at 12:14 a.m. on Sunday morning.  We will give our 

presentation on our trip in worship on Sunday, July 14th.  

Please keep us in prayer as we worship and serve with our 

brothers and sisters in Costa Rica! 

AUGUST: 
 

United Methodist Mountain Mission 
The UM Mountain Mission has been serving the people of east-
ern Kentucky since 1943.  They have 8 opportunity stores 
throughout southeastern Kentucky.  The Mountain Mission takes 
in-kind donations, and a truck will be arriving at Avilla Calvary to 
pick up our donations on August 12th.  Donations dropped off 
between July 28-August 7 will be offered for sale in our Rum-
mage sale with the remainder going to the Mountain Mission.  If 
you have any donations you would like to send directly to the 
Mountain Mission you may bring them on August 11th.  Monetary 
donations to missions in the month of August will be sent to the 
mission to assist with the cost of gasoline and warehouse ex-
penses.  To learn more about this ministry go to 
www.methodistmountainmission.org. 

Anna Becker 

Julie Becker 

Dianna Danalds 

Jeff Danalds  

Shalimar Holderly 

Brad Igney 

Sandy Igney 

Mariah Maley 

Sharon Maley 

Angie Smith 

Steve Smurr 

 

“When a congregation concerns itself only with its own 
survival and its own internal problems, that congrega-
tion lacks vitality and a vision of missions.  It faces in-
ward, and members only glimpse service within the 
walls of the church.  However, when a congregation 
embraces the challenging call of Christ to reach out 
beyond the doors of the church and into the world, it 
comes alive and members get excited.  They prepare to 
step out in faith, grow, change, and risk for the sake of 
the gospel.  —Rita b. Hays 

UNITED METHODIST  
MOUNTAIN MISSION TRUCK 
The UM Mountain Mission Truck will arrive on 

Monday, August 12 to take whatever is left 

from the Rummage Sale to south-eastern 

Kentucky for families in need. 



 

 

STAMPS & SODAS 
CANCELED POSTAGE 

STAMPS 
Are sent to Marian Mission Storehouse 

 
POP CAN TABS 

Are sent to Ronald McDonald House.  For 
more information go to www.rmhc.org 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 
As followers of Christ we are all called to live out our faith 

through acts of service!  Here are a few ways you can serve in 

the next two months: 

 Volunteer to help with 

Vacation Bible School July 

22-24 

 Share the love and grace of 

Jesus Christ with people in 

your “mission field”:  the 

places where you work, 

shop, study, and play 

 Invite someone to church 

 Volunteer as a Greeter 

and/or Usher 

 Sign up to Set-Up for 

Cookie Sunday on March 

June 16, July 21, or Au-

gust 18 

 Sign up to Bake cookies 

June 16, July 21, or Au-

gust 18 

 Visit or Send Cards to our 

members who are shut-in 

and/or in nursing homes  

 Contact Don and Karen 

Crawford about volunteer-

ing with the Avilla Food 

Pantry 

 Ask to be trained to run 

sound and/or media during 

our worship services so we 

can better “spread out” 

these responsibilities 

among members of the 

congregation 

 Contact Jim Felger or 

Dale Richmond about 

ways you can assist with 

general maintenance and 

repair needs around the 

church 

  

“Special Sunday”  

Offerings 
The United Methodist Church has 6 “Special 

Sunday” offerings scattered throughout the 

year.  Special envelopes are provided for these 

offerings.   

To learn more go to http://www.umc.org/how-

we-serve/special-sundays. 

 

June 16:  Peace with Justice Sunday 

 

GIVING TO UMCOR 
‘Tis the Season for Tornadoes and other destructive 

forces of nature!!  The United Methodist Committee 

on Relief (UMCOR) is often the first on site and al-

ways the last to leave following a disaster and they 

are always in need of funds to support them in their 

mission.  You can give to UMCOR at any time by writing “UMCOR” 

on the memo line of your check.  You can also give directly on the 

UMCOR website at www.umcor.org where you can learn more about 

the areas in which UMCOR is currently working.  Disasters are bound to 

happen, and one day it could happen to us!  We encourage you to sup-

port UMCOR throughout the year with both your prayers and your gifts.  

If you would like information on how to be trained to serve on an Early 

Disaster Response Team in order to provide on-site assistance in the 

aftermath of a natural disaster, please see Pastor Shalimar. 

Bishop’s Christmas Offering  

Provides Ministries with Over 

$50k in Grants 
The Bishop’s Christmas Offering seeks to 

strengthen local ministries around the 

world by supporting them financially in 

their efforts to reach out to and improve the 

lives of young people. Grants, totaling in 

the amount of over $50,000, have been 

sent to ministries throughout Indiana and 

across the world that share an affiliation 

with a United Methodist Church or institu-

tion. 

 

The Christmas Offering also provides 

funding to Indiana Conference Camping 

Ministries, three United Methodist-related 

children and youth homes, national and 

global Advance projects, and local out-

reach projects. 

 

BCO Grantees include: 

 Kid’s Closet Ministry, New Jersey 

United Methodist Conference 

 Shared Blessings Community Food 

Pantry, Danville UMC 

 B.E.S.T. Bags, Hanfield UMC 

 Family Promise of Porter County, Por-

tage First UMC 

 Ambassador Youth & Children 

Health, Hope, and Recreation Minis-

try, Rising Sun UMC 

 Grace Childcare, Centerville UMC 

 Warrior Up for Jesus, Winamac First 

UMC 

 

In December, Avilla Calvary collected 

money toward this offering.  Thank you for 

your support of such an important funding 

source for children’s ministries! 

DESTINY RESCUE 
On Sunday, June 23rd we will be blessed by a special 
presentation from Chris Russell, the Director of Advance-
ment at Destiny Rescue, a mission committed to rescuing 
children and teens from the sex slave trade.  In 2018, Des-
tiny Rescue rescued 1074 girls from the sex slave trade, the 
youngest of whom was only 18 months old.  We will collect 
a Love Offering for Destiny Rescue during this service.  You 
won’t want to miss this meaningful presentation on the im-
portant mission work done by Destiny Rescue!   



 

 

Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am 

absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with 

one mind for the faith of the gospel.   

—Philippians 1:27 

The Upper Room de-
votional is published 
every other month and 
is  available in the nar-
thex free of charge!  
Pick up your copy to-
day! Find additional 
devotional  resources 
at  
www.upperroom.org. 

Sacred Heart 
Bible Study 

Wednesdays at  
11:00 a.m.  

@Presence Sacred 
Heart Nursing Home 

 

May 1-July 17 
“Resurrection” 

 
July 31-October 2 

“Praying the Psalms” 

Church Outing and Tour of  

BLACK PINE ANIMAL SANCTUARY 
In Genesis, when God created humankind, God gave us “dominion 
over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the 
cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth.”  By “dominion” is 
meant “responsibility.”  As human beings, God has given us a special 
responsibility to care of his creation.  Unfortunately, far too often 
our “dominion” has meant destruction for the fellow creatures who 
share this earth.  Join Pastor Shalimar on a tour of Black Pine Animal 
Sanctuary to learn how this local sanctuary is working to care for 
abused, neglected, abandoned, and surrendered captive-raised exotic 
animals.  Admission fees apply.  Sign up by Sunday, July 7th. 

Disciple Fast-Track Bible Study 

“Into the Word, Into the World” 

Luke-Acts 
Tuesdays, August 20-November 19 

(No Class October 22 or 29) 

6:30-8:00 p.m. 

Cost of Study Book:  $17 

In this 12-week study, we’ll delve into the books of Luke and Acts, both 

of which were written by the same author, as we read about the life of 

Christ and the beginning of the church. 

 Sign up by Sunday, August 4th so that study books can be ordered in 

time for our first class.    

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
“Love God; Love People” 

 

July 22-24 
9:00-11:30 a.m. 

For children age 3—5th Grade 
 

Child’s Name:  ______________________________________ 
Age:  ___________  Grade (as of  9/2019) _______________ 
Parent Name(s):  ____________________________________ 
Parent Address:  ____________________________________  
Parent E-mail:  ______________________________________ 
Parent Phone #:  ____________________________________ 
Allergies:  __________________________________________ 



 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!  
2 Susan Harris 
3 Max Whonsetler 
      Lana Whonsetler 
9 Janice Parks 
11 Katie Weaver 
12 Larry Burkhart 
      Helen Parks 
13 Ann VanZile 

16 Cleo Mark 
      Sally Chaffins 
19 Troi Anderson 
20 Don Crawford 
28 Richard Fisher 
      Linda Franklin 
29  Aidan Patrick 
  

1 Doyle Igney 
4 Jessica Kemerly 
      Gary McKinley 
8 Madisyn Kemerly 
11 Francis Stottler 
12 Violet Clevenger 
15 Joseph Parks 

16 Kristina Desper 
      Velma Toner 
17 Rosemary Fisher 
22 Amber Targgart 
27 Terry Kemerly 
28   Ron Harding 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!  
June 

2 Jim & Gail Rodenbeck 
6 Stan & Lana Whonsetler 
10 Brad & Sandy Igney 
19 Don & Karen Crawford  
25 Steve & Lori Smurr 
       Jason & Becky Shull 
       Steve & Judy Sheets 
27   Eric & Kim Bell 

July 

5 Travis & Katie Weaver 
12 Cody & Amanda Parks 
29  Jim & Mary Felger 

August 

1 Doug & Dawn Targgart 
8 Jerry & Susie Becker 
14 Max & Mary Whonsetler 
17 Larry & Judy Burkhart 
30  Fred & Violet Clevenger 

Ju
ne

 
Ju

ly
 

VISITS AND 

CARDS 
 

Those who are unable to join us in 

worship love to hear from us!  Bright-

en their day this summer by dropping 

in for a visit and/or sending them a 

card.  Addresses can be found in our 

Church Directory. 

A
ug

us
t 2 Shalimar Holderly  

3 Walt Kern 
7 Doug Kempf 
9 Steve Smurr 
      Sara Houser 
13 Amanda Kemerly 

20 Susan Becker 
21 Mike Prater 
24 Becky Zimmerman 
      Gavin Huelsenbeck 
26  Julie Becker 

LaVerna Terrace: 
Pat Meyer 
 

Lutheran Life  

Villages: 
Sharon Shisler 
 

Orchard Point: 
Joy Sneary 
Dianna Zimmerman 
 

Presence Sacred 

Heart: 
Gene Cogan 
Wilma Mueller 
 

Chapman Place: 
Margaret Ross 
 

At Home: 
Larry Burkhart 
Harry Draper 
Nicole Harding 
Cleo Mark 
Gailanna Ransom 
Sally Sibert 
Allan Simon 
Ann VanZile 
 

We lift up the families of the following 

saints-in-glory as they mourn the passing 

of their loved ones: 

 

 Mildred Stoll (d. 2/13/19), mother  of 

Jane Bartholomew 

 Harold Mullett (d. 3/22/19), father  of 

Susie (Larry) Corbin 

 Rachel Schenher (d. 4/21/19) daugh-

ter of Jim & Gail Rodenbeck & sister 

of Marvin (Renee) Rodenbeck 

 Helen Parks (d. 5/20/19) 



 

 

~~THE STEWARDSHIP CORNER~~ 
 

Offerings and income for Mar/Apr/May  $24,004.01 
Expenses for Mar/Apr/May             $25,768.26 
Year to date offerings:            $40,240.73  
Year to date expenses:             $48,443.10* 
   
Other March/April/May Offerings 
  Missions—Ken Vance, Missionary  $210  
  Missions—Costa Rica Mission Projects Inc. $625  
  Missions—Food Pantry   $805 
  Missions—Camp Scholarships   $89 
  Missions—Common Grace Ministries  $109 
  Missions—Life and Family Services  $142 
  Missions—UMCOR    $150 
  Missions—Native American Sunday  $40 
  College Students Gift Cards   $249 
  Building fund     $1238 
  Trustees     $660 
  

Average attendance for March:   51 
Average attendance for April:  66 
Average attendance for May:  63 
Total # of attendees in  Mar/Apr/May 117 
 
*PLEASE NOTE:  Income and expenses vary 
throughout the year.  The beginning of the year, in partic-
ular, sees some large bills paid that are one-time ex-
penses.  At the end of the year, any deficit is able to be 
covered by funds raised at the Apple Festival.  The Fi-
nance Committee chooses to wait until the end of the 
year to rectify the account due to the fact that income 
often increases toward the end of the year to make up 
some of the deficit.  While we would ideally like to see all 
our expenses met by our General Offering income each 
month, thanks to all our hard work at the Apple Festival 
every year we are able to continue to meet our bills dur-
ing those times when our expenses exceed our income.  
Your financial contributions make a real difference, and 
we thank you for helping to ensure that our church is 
staffed, our building maintained, and our ministry to the 
church and community supported! 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR FAITHFUL ATTENDANCE  

AND FOR YOUR GIFTS!!! 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

UPDATE ON ROOF 
 

The roof over our gym and edu-

cational wing has been complet-

ed!  Thank you to everyone who 

made this project possible.   

HOLIDAY OFFICE CLOSURES 
Thursday, July 4th:  Independence Day 

MEETINGS in June/July/August 

 
Trustees:  June 5, July 3, & Aug. 7 @ 5:30 p.m. 

Finance Committee:  August 14 @ 7:00 p.m. 

Staff Parish Committee:  August 21 @7:00 p.m. 

Administrative Council:  August 28 @ 6:30 p.m. 

 

Ad Council—Please read pgs. 141-184 in Shaped by 

God’s Heart by Milfred Minatrea. 

Summer  
Rummage Sale 

 

Thursday, Aug.8  4pm-7pm 
Friday, Aug. 9  9am-4pm 
Saturday, Aug.10  9am-12pm 
 
Please drop your items off in the southeast cor-
ner of the gym between July 28-August 4.  No 
electronic items, please.  Please DO NOT bring 
items prior to July 25 as they will interfere with 
the space needed for our VBS program. 

CHURCH CAMP 
Registration for our Impact 2818 Outdoor Ministries 
church camps is now open.  We have 7 different 
campgrounds scattered across the state of Indiana 
offering family camps (for all ages) and overnight 
camps of various length for children in Kindergarten 
through high school graduates.  To learn more about 
the various offerings and register for camp go to 
www.beacamper.com.  Contact the church office for 
our ICash code to get 50% off the cost of your registra-
tion fee. 

   MAKING NOODLES 

   It’s that time of year again!   

   Mark your calendars and come 

   out to help us make noodles for 

   the Apple Festival!  

Sunday, August 11 @ 10 a.m. 

Wednesday, August 14 @ 5:30 p.m. 

Sunday, August 18 @ 10 a.m. 

Wednesday, August 21 @ 5:30 p.m. 

 



 

 
What’s Up with The United Methodist Church?? 

 Since our specially called General Conference in February, the UMC has been in the news quite a bit, particularly 

around issues of human sexuality.  Human sexuality has been a topic of hot debate in the UMC ever since specific language 

prohibiting the ordination of self-avowed practicing homosexuals was introduced into the Discipline at the 1972 General 

Conference.  The specially called General Conference this February dealt solely with issues of human sexuality, which has 

been an issue of hot debate at every General Conference for the past 47 years, and considered three plans for “A Way For-

ward” for our denomination on this issue.  Two of those plans, the “One Church Plan” and the “Connectional Conference 

Plan” offered various ways for individual congregations/conferences and pastors to set their own policies and follow their 

own conscience and biblical understanding regarding issues of human sexuality.  The third plan, known as the “Traditional 

Plan” stuck with our current policies prohibiting clergy from officiating at same-sex weddings and prohibiting the ordination 

of self-avowed practicing homosexuals, strengthened language defining what constitutes a “self-avowed practicing homo-

sexual,” put into place much stricter guidelines as to how persons who violate the Discipline in this matter must be held ac-

countable, and provided allowance for individual congregations to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church while 

keeping their property.  The Traditional Plan passed by a narrow margin of 438/384 and went before the Judicial Council on 

April 23-26 where they ruled on the constitutionality of the plan.  Seven petitions within the Traditional Plan were ruled un-

constitutional while eleven were ruled as constitutional and will go into effect as of January 1, 2020.  You can search for 

specifics at www.umc.org.  You can also find various relevant news articles at www.umnews.org.     

 General Conference is a world-wide body with 58% of delegates coming from The United States and 42% of dele-

gates coming from other countries around the world.  While the Traditional Plan passed, it is estimated that 2/3 of delegates 

from The United States were in favor of the “One Church Plan” that would have allowed individual churches to set their own 

policies regarding issues of human sexuality.  Many people throughout our nation and world have been deeply hurt by the 

direction the vote took and an increasing number of dissenting voices have been speaking up and organizing to reform the 

church around issues of human sexuality.  Persons on both the conservative and liberal extremes of this issue (and all those 

in-between) believe themselves to be honoring Biblical teaching and are striving to bring the church into alignment with how 

their understanding of scriptural teaching around issues of law, obedience, love, and grace.  As we prepare for Annual Con-

ference in June and our next regularly scheduled General Conference in May of 2021, I encourage you to pray for our church 

and for all those whose lives and ministries are affected by the decisions we make.  As you discuss these issues with others, 

please remember that, regardless of where you stand, the people with whom you disagree are also beloved children of God.  

Heed the warning Paul gave us in Galatians 5:15, “If, however, you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not 

consumed by one another.”   In times of polarized politics and hot debate, we have a tendency to forget that the way we talk 

to and about people matters, regardless of who they are or what they believe or whether or not we know them personally.  Be 

kind.  Listen.  Be humble.  Remember that you are also a sinner with a fallible and limited understanding of God and are just 

as likely to be wrong as those with whom you disagree.  We are all in this together, seeking to understand and apply God’s 

Word to our lives and follow Jesus the best we know how.  As we continue to struggle with important issues around human 

sexuality, let’s not allow Satan use our very real concerns over issues of human sexuality to pit us against each other and 

distract us from our mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  Our world is full of peo-

ple who don’t know Jesus.  Let’s focus on reaching them! 

GENERAL CONFERENCE 
General Conference, the only body 
that can speak for The United Meth-
odist Church, is comprised of an equal 
number of lay and clergy delegates 
elected by Annual Conferences around 
the world and meets once every four 
years.  This is the only body that can 
change official UMC theology and poli-
ty.  Our next regularly scheduled Gen-
eral Conference will meet May 5-15, 
2020 at the Minneapolis Convention 
Center.  Delegates will be elected at 
this year’s annual conferences.  This 
year Indiana will be electing 9 Lay del-
egates and 9 Clergy delegates. 

JURISDICTIONAL CONFERENCE 
The Jurisdictional Conference is held 
once every four years following Gen-
eral Conference and is responsible for 
electing bishops.  There are five juris-
dictions in The United States.  The Indi-
ana Conference is located in the 
Northeast Jurisdiction, which includes 
the Dakotas, Minnesota, Iowa, Wiscon-
sin, Illinois, Michigan, Indiana, and 
Ohio.  Our next Jurisdictional Confer-
ence will be held July 15-18, 2020 at the 
Fort Wayne Convention Center.  In 
addition to our 18 General Conference 
delegates, an additional 9 lay and 9 
clergy delegates will be elected to at-
tend our Jurisdictional Conference.  

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
There are 129 Annual Conferences in the 
world, 54 of which are located in The 
United States.  Annual Conferences 
meet annually to set polices specific to 
that conference and to celebrate mis-
sion and ministry.  This year Annual 
Conferences will be electing delegates 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional 
conferences.  The Indiana Annual Con-
ference of which we are a part will be 
held on June 12-15 at the Indianapolis 
Convention Center.  Membership in-
cludes all ordained clergy whether ac-
tive or retired, local and associate pas-
tors, and one or more lay members 
from each local congregation. 



 

 

To the Church Family of Calvary,   

I wanted to send a note of thanks to the people who have 

been so kind in sending my mom, Cleo Mark, a note, a 

card, and even a few phone calols.  She asks everyday if 

the  mail had anything for her.  Her face just lights up 

when there is a card for her.  Please continue to remember 

her as the months pass by.  She is doing well with our 

loving support.  She misses her church family very much!  

Thank you for being a caring Church!  —Linda Patrick 

for Cleo Mark 

 

Calvary United,  

Thank you so much for the gift cards and kind words.  I 

have really appreciated all of the continued support 

throughout my college career!  Thank you all!  —Evan 

Hart 

 

Calvary UMC, 

Thank you so much for the generous gift cards!  These 

next couple of weeks are going to be stressful, and getting 

this card in the mail is making this week a little easier!  

Thanks so much!  —Payton Hart 

 

Calvary Lunch Group, 

We cannot express enough thanks for providing the  mail 

you prepared after R.D.’s funteral.  Your kindness was so 

appreciated in our time of need.  Thank you again.  —

Jane Hampshire and Family 

 

I wish to thank the congregation for their cards and calls, 

and especially all the prayers during my long illness this 

winter.  It was greatly appreciated.  We sure do have a 

caring congregation.   I hope to be able to get back to 

Church very soon.  I sure do miss it. I still have a few 

problems, but am gradually getting back on track.  Again, 

thank you.  —Ann Liebing 

 

Thank you to everyone who has supported us in our ef-

forts to raise funds for our Costa Rica Mission Trip!  We 

really appreciate your support!  —Costa Rica Mission 

Team 

 

Thank you to everyone who sang in the choir this sea-

son—whether you sang with us one Sunday or 27 Sun-

days:  Jerry Becker, Rachel Becker, Becky Caskey, Larry 

Corbin, Susie Corbin, Dave Dolezal, Shalimar Holderly, 

Janice Parks, Scott Parks, Liz Richmond, Gail Ro-

denbeck, Becky Shull, Emily Swihart & Mary 

Whonsetler.   

 
NEWS FROM OUR 

SCOUTS 
 

 

Boy Scout Troop 115 
Greetings from the troop.  We have been busy working on merit badges.  

These can be used for our different ranks in scouting.  The ranks are Scout, 

Tenderfoot, Second Class, First Class, Star, Life, and Eagle. 

We attended the Spring Camporee at Camp Chief Little Turtle.  We had our 

camp sites in Wilderness Camp.  This part of camp is not used much for 

camping but we all had a good time.   

Chaney Arend recently got his Eagle award.  We are very proud of him hav-

ing achieved this rank.  Only about 4% of scouts achieve this award.  

Chaney was recently inducted into the Navy and will be working in the Nu-

clear area for the Navy.  Congratulations Chaney for both of these achieve-

ments! 

Alex recently joined our troop, as he crossed over from the pack.  We are 

glad to have him join us. 

Thank you for sponsoring our troop. 

Cub Pack 3115 
Hello from all the cub scouts.  We had a good year working on our badges.  
We had a Blue and Gold banquet and at that time all our rank awards were 
given to the scouts.  Tigers, Wolf, Bear, Weblos and Arrow of Light were 
given.  The Arrow of Light was given to Alex and he has crossed over to the 
Scouts BSA troop.  At the present time we have two young ladies that will be 
in the Arrow of Light Dean and next year we will have to find them a Scouts 
BSA girls troop. 
 
We recently attended the Spring Camporee at Camp Chief Little Turtle.  
Sixteen scouts, leaders and parents attended with 13 staying overnight on 
Friday and Saturday.  The theme was Avengers and we got to do different 
activities on that theme.  Saturday night the temperature was down to 31 
degrees.  Some of the cubs didn’t follow directions well and went to bed with 
damp socks and sweaty clothing; they were cold on Sunday morning.  
 
We have been growing plants in the upstairs hallway.  We wish it would quit 
raining so Dave Butler, one of our leaders, can rototill an area behind the 
garage.  We want to plant a garden and then use or donate the vegetables 
to our families or the church.  We also want anyone to plant their plants in 
the garden.  This will be a community service project for the cubs. 
 
Last Thursday we had 15 of us take a hike for the church, around the school 
and back to the church.  We were looking at birds and any other wildlife, 
trees and plants.  This can be used on our rank skills.  
 
Thank you for your cards of encouragement and for the church sponsoring 
our Pack. 



 

 Singing our Faith 
“The Heart of Worship” 

 
Matt Redman was a worship leader in his home 
church in England in the late 1990’s when his 
church found themselves in a bit of a “dry spot” 
with regard to worship.  “There was a dynamic 
missing, so the pastor did a pretty brave thing,” 
Redman recalls.  “He decided to get rid of the 
sound system and band for a season, and we gath-
ered together with just our voices.  His point was 
that we’d lost our way in worship, and the way to 
get back to the heart would be to strip everything 
away.”  For some weeks, Redman’s church wor-
shiped sans instruments.  The congregation was 
asked to reflect on the question, “When you come 
through the doors on a Sunday, what are you 
bringing as your offering to God?”  At first it was a 
bit awkward, but after a while the congregation 
began breaking out in a Capella songs and heart-
felt prayers, encountering God in a fresh way.  At 
the end of that season, the whole congregation had 
gained a totally fresh perspective on worship:  that 
it’s all about Jesus, and Jesus commands a response 
in the depths of our souls no matter what the cir-
cumstance and setting.  “The Heart of Worship” 
was born out of this experience. 
 
When the music fades all is stripped away, and I 
simply come longing just to bring something that’s 
of worth, that will bless your heart. 
 
I’ll bring you more than a sing, for a song in itself 
is not what You have required.  You search much 
deeper within than the way things appear.  You’re 
looking into my heart. 
 
I’m coming back to the heart of worship and it’s 
all about You, all about You, Jesus.  I’m sorry, 
Lord, for the thing I’ve made it when it’s all about 
You, all about you, Jesus. 
 
King of endless worth, no one could express how 
much you deserve.  Though I’m weak and poor, all 
I have is Yours, every single breath. 
 
I’ll bring you more than a sing, for a song in itself 
is not what You have required.  You search much 
deeper within than the way things appear.  You’re 
looking into my heart. 
 
I’m coming back to the heart of worship and it’s 
all about You, all about You, Jesus.  I’m sorry, 
Lord, for the thing I’ve made it when it’s all about 
You, all about you, Jesus. 
 

It’s in the Bible!... 
or is It?? 

Many people think these are all Biblical sayings...but some 
of them are not!  See if you can pick out the imposters.   

 

1. Gray hair is a crown of glory; it is gained in a 
righteous life. 

2. Commit your work to the Lord, and your 
plans will be established. 

3. God helps those who help themselves. 
4. You are altogether beautiful, my love; there 

is no flaw in you. 
5. Faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 

6. Cleanliness is next to godliness. 
7. Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do 

not know what a day may bring.  
8. Hate the sin, love the sinner. 
9. Condemn the fault, and not the actor of it. 
10. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; 

blessed be the name of the Lord. 
11. Laziness brings on deep sleep; an idle person 

will suffer hunger.  
12. This too shall pass. 
13. To thine own self  be true. 
14. Do not rejoice when your enemies fall.  
15. A fool and his money are soon parted. 
16. A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in a 

setting of silver. 
17. The love of money is the root of all kinds of 

evil. 
18. Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty 

spirit before a fall. 
19. The lion shall lay down with the lamb. 
20. Money is the root of all evil. 

Answers:  1.  Proverbs 16:31; 2.  Proverbs 16:3; 3.   IMPOSTER:  Benja-
min Franklin, 1757; 4.  Song of Solomon 3:7; 5:  James 2:17; 6. IMIPOST-
ER:  John Wesley, 1776; 7.  Proverbs 27:1; 8.  IMPOSTER:  Similar to 
quotes by St. Augustine and Mahatma Gandhi; 9.  IMPOSTER:  Shake-
speare; 10.  Job 1:21; 11.  Proverbs 19:15; 12.  IMPOSTER:  from the Old 
English Poem “The Lament of Doer”; 13.  IMPOSTER:  Shakespeare; 14.  
Proverbs 24:17; 15.  IMPOSTER:  from an early English proverb; 16.  
Proverbs 25:11; 17.  1 Timothy 6:10; 18.  Proverbs 16:18; 19.  IMPOST-
ER:  summary of ideas taken from Isaiah 11:6 and Isaiah 65:25; 20.  IM-
POSTER:  a misquote of 1 Timothy 6:10 

A BIT OF HUMOR 
The pastor was preparing pancakes for her young sons when the 
boys began arguing over who would get the first pancake. Their 
mother saw the opportunity for a moral lesson. 
“If Jesus were sitting here,” she told them, “he would say, ‘Let my 
brother have the first pancake. I can wait.'” 
The younger boy turned to his brother and said, “You be Jesus.” 



 

 

June 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
 
 
 
6:30-8:30 Scott & 
Janice Parks 35th 
Anniversary Cele-
bration 

2 
9am Worship 
10am S.S. 
10:30am Costa 
Rica Team Meet-
ing 

3 4 
9-11:30  
Food Pantry 

5 
11am Bible Study 
@ Sacred Heart 
 
 
 
5:30pm Trustees 

6 7 8 

9 
9am Worship 
10am S.S. 

10 11 
9-11:30  
Food Pantry 

12 
11am Bible Study 
@ Sacred Heart 

13 14 15 
3am Costa Rica 
Team leaves town 
for flight out of 
Detroit 

16 
9am Worship 
10am S.S. 
Guest Speaker:  
Vicki James 

17 18 
9-11:30  
Food Pantry 

19 
 

20 21 22 
9am-1pm Avilla 
Freedom Festival 
Car Show—
Breakfast & Lunch 
 

23 
12am Costa Rica 
Team lands in 
Detroit 
9am Worship 
10am S.S. 
Guest Speaker:  
Destiny Rescue 

24 25 
9-11:30  
Food Pantry 

26 
11am Bible Study 
@ Sacred Heart 

27 28 29 

30 
9am Worship 
10am S.S. 

      

INUMC Annual Conference @ Indianapolis Convention Center 

—–——————————-Costa Rica Mission Team serves in San Isidro del General, Costa Rica———————————— 



 

 

July 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 
9-11:30  
Food Pantry 

3 
11am Bible Study 
@ Sacred Heart 
 
 
 
5:30pm Trustees 
6:30pm Service of 
Prayer for our 
Nation 

4   
Office Closed for 
Independence 
Day 

5 6 

7 
9am Worship 
10am S.S. 
Prayer Stations  

8 9 
9-11:30  
Food Pantry 

10 
11am Bible Study 
@ Sacred Heart 

11 12 13 
 
 
 
1-3pm Outing to 
Black Pine Animal 
Sanctuary 

14 
9am Worship 
10am S.S. 
12pm Slusher 
Family in Fellow-
ship Hall 

15 16 
9-11:30  
Food Pantry 

17 
11am Bible Study 
@ Sacred Heart 

18 19 20 

21 
9am Worship 
10am S.S. 

22 
9-11:30 a.m. 
V.B.S. 

23 
9-11:30  
Food Pantry 
9-11:30 a.m.  
V.B.S. 

24 
9-11:30 a.m. 
V.B.S. 

25 26 27 

28 
9am Worship 
10am S.S. 

29 30 
9-11:30  
Food Pantry 

31 
11am Bible Study 
@ Sacred Heart 

   



 

 August 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 
9am Worship 
10am S.S. 

5 6 
9-11 Food Pantry 

7 
11am Bible Study 
@ Sacred Heart 
 
 
 
 
5:30pm Trustees 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4-7pm  
Rummage Sale 

9 
9am-4pm  
Rummage Sale 

10 
9am-12pm  
Rummage Sale 

11 
9am Worship 
10am S.S. 
10am Noodles 

12 
9am Mountain 
Mission Truck 
Pick-Up 

13 
9-11 Food Pantry 
 

14 
11am Bible Study 
@ Sacred Heart 
 
 
 
 
5:30pm Noodles 
7pm Finance 

15 
 

16 17 

18 
9am Worship 
10am S.S. 
10am Noodles 

19 20 
9-11 Food Pantry 
 
 
 
 
6:30-8pm Luke/
Acts Bible Study 

21 
11am Bible Study 
@ Sacred Heart 
 
 
 
 
5:30pm Noodles 
7pm Staff/Parish 

22 23 24 

25 
9am Worship 
10am S.S. 

26 27 
9-11 Food Pantry 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30-8pm Luke/
Acts Bible Study 

28 
11am Bible Study 
@ Sacred Heart 
 
 
 
 
6:30pm Ad 
Council 

29 30 31 
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