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CALVARY COMMENTS

June-July-August
2020

Do no harm. Do Good. Stay in love with God. Those are the “Three General Rules” John
Wesley put forth for the Methodist societies that were formed in the 1700’s. Well, John
Wesley didn’t say “Stay in love with God,” he said “Attend to the ordinances of God”—
which are basically those things with help us to grow in our relationship with Christ: worship, preaching, the Lord’s Supper, prayer, scripture, and fasting. By following these three
simple rules, the early Methodists sought to grow in their relationship with Christ and their
obedience to God, living as witnesses of the resurrected Christ. They sought to avoid actions and attitudes that might cause harm to themselves or others. They strove to actively
do good in the world. They committed themselves to spiritual disciples, like prayer and worship, that would sustain them
in the faith and strengthen their relationship with Jesus Christ.
I think we would all agree that this year has not turned out as planned. We’ve found ourselves in the midst of a
global health crisis and we’ve all struggled in our own ways to cope with changes that are largely out of our control. Information and misinformation abounds and sometimes it becomes difficult to separate fact from fiction, areas of true concern
from conspiracies that attempt to distort or sway our grasp on reality. Sometimes we find ourselves standing with Pontius
Pilate, listening to the conflicting accounts and saying, “What is Truth?”
Fortunately we, we know what “Truth is,” because Jesus told us what truth is in John 14: “I am the Way, and the
Truth, and the Life.” Jesus is the truth! No, that doesn’t answer all our questions about the coronavirus and the government and political posturing and foreign bodies that may or may not be doing all in their power to feed us lies and misinformation—but it does tell us something about the way we should live our lives and where we should put our trust.
If Jesus is the “Truth,” then Jesus is the one we should look to for how to respond in the face of what is happening all around us. And what did Jesus teach? He boiled all the commandments down to these two: Love the Lord your
God with all your heart, mind, soul, and strength and love your neighbor as yourself. In the face of everything going on
around us, the driving force behind our decisions and actions as Christians should not be our own selfish desires, but love
for God and neighbor—even and perhaps especially when the expression of that love calls for sacrifices on our part. In a
time when physical contact and proximity could pose an increased risk to certain groups of people, how can we best practice love for God and neighbor? How can we apply Wesley’s three simple rules—do no harm, do good, and stay in love
with God—as world around us opens up while the coronavirus continues to rage? How can we strive to “do no harm” to
those around us who are most vulnerable should they contract the virus and to those on the front lines who have no
choice but to expose themselves to the public? How can we strive to “do good” to those businesses that have suffered
and continue to suffer economic hardship in the face of closures and decreased revenue and to those people whose
physical and /or mental health is most at risk? How can we “stay in love with God” while our normal patterns of public
worship and gathering are disrupted—while we worship online at home or in a socially distanced way inside the church
building?
We have every intention of opening our church building up for in-person worship on Sunday, June 14th—but
please know that opening our doors does not come without risk. Group events where people remain in the same space
for an extended period of time increase the chance of the virus being transmitted to others sharing that same space. Activities like singing increase this risk even more. The last thing any of us want is for our church to become a “hot spot” for
virus transmission! As we move together for in-person worship, please be considerate of others. Stay home if you or
anyone in your home is ill or if you know yourself to have been in contact with someone who is ill. Wear a face mask to
protect those around you. Make liberal use of the hand sanitizing stations around the church. Avoid physical contact and
remain at least 6 feet from others. Show your love for others by taking measures to ensure you don’t unknowingly transmit the virus to someone else. If you are still uncomfortable gathering for worship in-person, please continue to join us
online via our livestream! We all find ourselves at different levels of risk and different comfort levels with resuming public
activity. Let us not judge one another, but love one another—just as Christ loved us! —Pastor Shalimar

RECEIVE YOUR
NEWSLETTER
ELECTRONICALLY
If you are able and willing to
receive an electronic copy of the
newsletter in place of a hard
copy, please contact the church
office to let us know and to ensure we have your updated email address on file.

EVENTS IN JUNE-JULY-AUGUST
June 1
June 14
July 20-22
July 25
July27-Aug. 5
August 5
August 6-8
August 9
August 12
August 15
August 19

Trustees Meeting
Church Building Opens for In-Person Worship
Vacation Bible School
Cleo Mark’s Memorial Service
Drop Off Items for Rummage Sale
Trustees Meeting & Finance Meeting
Rummage Sale
Costa Rica Mission Trip 2021 Information Meeting
Staff Parish Committee Meeting
Indiana UM Annual Conference @ Indiana Wesleyan University
Administrative Council
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CELEBRATING
THE CHRISTIAN YEAR

“All the earth will worship You, and will sing praises to You;
They will sing praises to your name.” Psalm 66:4

June 7
Trinity Sunday
Peace with Justice
Sunday
Genesis 2:4-25
Creation

July 26
8th Sunday after
Pentecost
Genesis 17:118:15
Promise Renewed

June 14
2nd Sunday after
Pentecost
Genesis 2:1-24
Temptation & Sin

August 2
9th Sunday after
Pentecost
Genesis 18:1619:38
Sodom & Gomorrah

June 21
3rd Sunday after
Pentecost
Father’s Day
Genesis 4:1-16
Cain & Abel
June 28
4th Sunday after
Pentecost
Genesis 6:1-17
Noah & The Flood
July 5
5th Sunday after
Pentecost
Genesis 11:1-9
Tower of Babel

July 12
6th Sunday after
Pentecost
Genesis 12:1-9
Call of Abram
July 19
7th Sunday after
Pentecost
Genesis 16:1-16
Abraham, Sarai &
Hagar

August 9
10th Sunday after
Pentecost
Genesis 21:1-21
Isaac & Ishmael
August 16
11th Sunday after
Pentecost
Genesis 22:1-19
Binding of Isaac
August 23
12th Sunday after
Pentecost
Genesis 24-26
Isaac & Rebekkah
August 30
13th Sunday after
Pentecost
Genesis 27-35
Jacob & Family

WORSHIP IN A
PANDEMIC
When we resume worshiping on site
on June 14th, it will not come without
risk as the virus and the possibility of
unknowingly transmitting the virus to
at-risk people will still be present—
and it is no secret that the majority of
our congregation falls into that category of increased risk due to age
alone! In order to worship together as
safely as possible, we urge you to respect the following guidelines for inperson worship:
 Wear a mask. Br ing your own
or use one provided at one of the
two entrances and keep it on the
entire time you are in the building.
 Respect social distancing guidelines. We will be sitting in ever y
other pew. As you choose your
seats, please keep a distance of six
feet between each household unit.
 No physical contact. Yes, I
know it’s hard as we all crave
physical touch and have been
apart for so long—but for the time
being we will forgo hugs and
handshakes.
 Stay home if you are ill or vulnerable. Ther e is no shame in
continuing to join us online if you
are ill or susceptible!
We will continue to look to the CDC
and to the guidance of our bishop as
navigate how to gather and worship
safely in the midst of this public
health crisis.

“In worship we discover that we ARE the church. We are reminded of who we are
and what, by God’s grace, we are becoming.” —Hoyt Hickman

TRINITY SUNDAY
Trinity Sunday is the only Sunday in the Christian
Year that arises from a church doctrine and not
an occasion in the life of Christ. On Trinity Sunday we celebrate how God, as Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit, has been at work throughout the entire history of salvation, from creation to the end of
the age.
SEASON AFTER PENTECOST
The Season after Pentecost, also called “Ordinary
Time” is the longest season of the church year,
stretching from Trinity Sunday through Christ the
King Sunday, just before the beginning of Advent.
The color for the season after Pentecost is green,
signifying growth. During this season we are
reminded that Christ is with us through the ordinary times in our lives, and not just the extraordinary ones.

———————A NOTE ABOUT ONLINE WORSHIP———————

Through the summer months we’ll be focusing on the story of Abraham in the book of
Genesis. On our first Sunday back together in the church sanctuary, June 14th, we
will have a Resurrection Celebration!

Until we are able to gather in person:

WORSHIP ONLINE
on FACEBOOK LIVE
Sundays @ 9:15 a.m.
Circumstances pushed us into
online worship, and we believe
it is here to stay! Through
June7th, we will continue to
offer worship through
livestream-only at 9:15 a.m.
When we begin in-person on
June 14th, we plan to continue
the livestream—but it will look
different! For one thing, the
camera will be moved to the
back of the sanctuary. Also, do
to licensing and copyright issues, we may be restricted
from livestreaming worship
videos or we may be able to
livestream videos but be unable to archive them for viewing
at a later time. We have applied for a grant to upgrade our
equipment so we can provide a
quality livestream experience
in future. More information will
be forthcoming.
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“How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses to
help? Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action.” —1 John 3:17-18

Missions of the Month
All undesignated “missions” funds collected during that month will go toward that month’s selected mission.

JUNE:
United Methodist Committee on Relief

The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is a ministry of The United Methodist Church through the General Board of
Global Ministries and is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization dedicated to alleviating human suffering around the globe. UMCOR’s
work includes programs and projects in disaster response,
health, sustainable agriculture, food security, relief supplies, and
more. 100% of designated funds go directly to disaster relief
efforts. UMCOR is well known around the world for often being
the first to arrive and, even more importantly, last to leave the
scene of a disaster, often remaining for years after a disaster
helping people to rebuild their homes and their lives. To learn
more about UMCOR go to www.umcor.org.

JULY:
Restore Avilla

During the Month of July we will be pouring resources back into
our own community as we support our town’s efforts to make
Avilla more beautiful and appealing to residents and businesses.
Current projects include plans for expanding the library parking
lot, a dog park, and a farmer’s market. Undesignated missions
money collected this month will support “Restore Avilla.”

AUGUST:
United Methodist Mountain Mission

The UM Mountain Mission has been serving the people of eastern Kentucky since 1943. They have 8 opportunity stores
throughout southeastern Kentucky. The Mountain Mission takes
in-kind donations, and they generally come in early August to
load up our in-kind donation, though whether or not they will be
able to do that this year remains up in the air due to the current
pandemic. We will keep you posted. Monetary donations to
missions in the month of August will be sent to the mission to
assist with the cost of gasoline and warehouse expenses. Their
need is great as the pandemic has put a stop to all mission trips,
and they rely heavily on mission groups to help finance their operations, so please give genersouly as you are able! To learn
more about this ministry go to:
www.methodistmountainmission.org.

COSTA RICA
MISSION TRIP 2021
June 19-26, 2021
Estimated Cost: $2000
The dates have been set for our next mission trip with
Costa Rica Mission Projects, Inc.! We’re on schedule
to join our friends in San Isidro June 19-26. Applications will be available in August and must be turned in
with a non-refundable $200 deposit by February 7.
Estimated costs are based on a team of 10 and $1000
airfare. We will have an information meeting on August 9th at 11:00 a.m. to answer questions about the
trip and discuss fundraising opportunities. Spread the
word!! All are welcome.

Camp Lakewood Work Day
Keep your eyes and ears open for a Camp
Lakewood Work Day later this summer.
Since there are no campers this summer we
have a great opportunity to get some extra
projects done over the summer months!

ADOPT A TEACHER
Our Adopt-A-Teacher program was a success and all
the teachers were extremely appreciative of our support and the items we helped to supply for their classrooms. The 2020/2021 “Adopt-aTeacher” program is pending approval
by the new principal at Avilla Elementary. Please continue to keep all teachers and students in your prayers!
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MISSION MATCH

Over the course of the year our Congregation
supports a number of missions through financial support, in-kind donations, and hands-on
volunteering. See if you can match each mission below with a description of the type of ministry it provides! To learn more about each of
the missions we support and for links to their
websites (if applicable) go to
www.avillacalvaryumc.org/missions
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.
G.
H.
I.
J.
K.
L.
M.
N.
O.
P.
Q.
R.
S.
T.
U.

Avilla Christmas Charities
Avilla Food Pantry
Avilla School
Bashor Children’s Home
Bishop’s Christmas Offering for Children
Boy Scouts of America
Camp Lakewood
Common Grace Ministries
Costa Rica Mission Projects, Inc.
Impact 2818 Outdoor Ministries
Ken Vance
Life and Family Services
Marion Mission Storehouse
Noble House Ministries, Inc.
Project 216
Restore Avilla
Ronald McDonald House
The United Methodist Church
Trinity Daycare Ministry
United Methodist Committee on Relief
United Methodist Mountain Mission

ANSWERS: 1U; 2K; 3L; 4A; 5O; 6E; 7B; 8G;
9C; 10H; 11F; 12N; 13T; 14J; 15P; 16I; 17R; 18S;

“Vibrant, fruitful, growing congregations
practice Risk-Taking Mission and Service.
Risk-Taking Mission and Service includes
the projects, the efforts, and the work
people do to make a positive difference
in the lives of others for the purposes of
Christ, whether or not they will ever be
part of the community of faith.”
—Robert Schnase

1. Serves the people of eastern Kentucky by operating
“opportunity stores” that provide employment as well as
affordable clothing, furniture, and household items

2. Missionary who works with the people of Zambia
3. Provides free, confidential services to support families
and expectant mothers/fathers of Noble County regardless of financial need
4. Provides Christmas-time assistance to families living in
Avilla and LaOtto
5. Humanitarian food organization that provides highly nutritious food to people suffering from hunger
6. Supports various designated children’s ministries in Indiana, across the nation, and around the world
7. Provides monthly food assistance to residents in the
East Noble School District
8. A Christian camping ministry located in northeast Indiana that provides residential summer camp experiences
and space for fall and spring retreats
9. Educates local elementary students
10. Serves Noble County residents who are experiencing
financial crisis by providing food and furniture as well as
rent, utilities, and medical expense assistance
11. Prepares young people to make ethical and moral choices over their lifetimes by instilling in them the values of
the Scout Oath and Scout Law
12. Provides temporary housing and other services for people recovering from homelessness, domestic violence
and/or addiction
13. Provides relief, response, and long-term recovery grants
for communities suffering from natural or human caused
disasters such as severe weather events, wars, and
famines
14. A ministry of the Indiana Conference United Methodist
Church that provides camping and retreat ministries at
seven different locations across the state
15. Local nonprofit focused on Avilla’s downtown development, organization, design, promotion and economic
restructuring

16. Supports the ministry of the Methodist Church in Costa
Rica through building churches and relationships
17. Supports a variety of denominational ministries focused
on making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world
18. Provides a pre-school program as well as a before and
after school program for children in Albion
19. Provides support and resources to keep families together while children undergo medical treatment
20. Provides help and hope to troubled children and their
families with residential and out-patient programs
21. Supports missionaries serving in Zambia/Congo with
salary support and supply shipments
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Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am absent and hear
about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel. —Philippians 1:27

IMPACT 2818 INDIANA CAMP & RETREAT CENTERS
—A word from Executive Director Nick Yarde—

It is with a heavy heart that we are suspending all Impact 2818 events for the summer of 2020. Through
countless plans and tireless efforts, we have exhausted any remaining avenues to provide a safe experience for participants and staff both during camp and upon reentering homes and communities.
Since the beginning of the COVID-19 crisis, our team has been preparing multiple contingency plans,
plotting possible scenarios, writing cleaning and care policies, innovating social distancing camp strategies, and
researching functional operation considerations. While we strategized, we kept alive the hope and promise of the
impact of camp on children, youth, and adults. Unfortunately, we are out of time. Our communities are still being
impacted in ways we can't overcome. Information and policies are still changing at a rate that can't be integrated
across our camps. Our partner churches are having a tough time regaining community themselves. Finally, we
were left with no choice when we considered our Christ-like imperative to put the care for others over our own desires, agenda, and assumed future.
We know that our God is sovereign. This will not be our final chapter or our last opportunity to make disciples for the transformation of the world. Even as we mourn the loss of a summer of making disciples, we are beginning to see light: the possibility of site improvements we've never been able to make during summer, the extra
time to reach out to partner churches and join in new ways, the irresistible proposition of being a catalyst for student ministry change and expansion. God knows no crisis. Even though we don't know exactly what His plan is,
we do know this: We need you. In every community that knows Christ, He has placed people of prayer, of discernment, people gifted in trades, and those generous with His resources. Now, more than ever, we are better able to
see our need for this community of
believers.
We invite you, today and
throughout the breadth of this crisis,
to partner with us as you are able.
Do no harm. Do Good. Stay in Love with God.
Together we will prepare new ministry opportunities for the months
July 20-22
ahead and the generations to
9:00—11:30 a.m.
come. Visit impact2818.org/
donate to make a contribution.
Age 3—5th Grade

VBS 2020: “Keep it Simple!”

During this year’s VBS we will stick with the basics as children
learn three simple rules for following Jesus: Do no harm, do
good, and stay in love with God. We will spend time learning Bible Stories, doing crafts and science experiments, playing games,
dancing and singing. Please register below:
Child’s Name: ________________________________________
Child’s Age: __________ Grade in August 2021:____________
Parent’s Name(s):_____________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________
City: _______________ State: _____ Zipcode:____________
Phone Number(s): ____________________________________
Allergies or other notes about your child:
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

Nick Yarde
Impact 2818 Executive Director
For answers to common questions
or to support the camping ministry,
please visit impact2818.org/covid19.

The Upper Room devotional is published
every other month and
is available in the narthex free of charge!
Pick up your copy today! Find additional
devotional resources
at
www.upperroom.org.
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Susan Harris
Max Whonsetler
Lana Whonsetler
Janice Parks
Katie Weaver
Larry Burkhart
Ann VanZile

2
3
3
9
11
12
13

Sally Chaffins
Troi Anderson
Don Crawford
Amanda Bassett
Linda Franklin
Richard Fisher
Aidan Patrick

16
19
20
24
28
28
29

Doyle Igney
Nancy Eulitt
Gary McKinley
Jessie Kemerly
Eric Bassett
Barry Roberson
Madisyn Kemerly
Francis Stottler
Violet Clevenger

1
2
4
4
5
7
8
11
12

Joseph Parks
Velma Toner
Kristina Desper
Rosemary Fisher
Leslie Friedel
Amber Targgart
Angie Smith
Terry Kemerly
Ron Harding

15
16
16
17
21
22
23
27
28

Shalimar Holderly
Evan Bassett
Walt Kern
Dave Windle
Doug Kempf
Steve Smurr
Sara Houser
Amanda Kemerly

2
2
3
4
7
9
9
13

Deb Brand
Scott Swogger
Susie Becker
Becky Zimmerman
Gavin Huelsenbeck
Terri Harman
Julie Becker
Daniel Desper

15
16
20
24
24
25
26
31

August

June

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!

July

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

VISITS AND CARDS
Please make a special
effort this summer to
shower those in nursing homes with cards!
The days are very long
with group activities
suspended and outside
visitors forbidden.
Let’s join forces to
help brighten the days
of these wonderful
people from our congregation who live in
residential facilities or
who are confined to
home! Addresses for
each home can be
found in the church
directory.

Lutheran Life
Villages:
Sharon Shisler
Orchard Point:
Joy Sneary
Dianna Zimmerman
Presence Sacred
Heart:
Pat Meyer
Wilma Mueller
Doris Smurr
Ann VanZile
Chapman Place:
Margaret Ross
At Home:
Nicole Harding
Gailanna Ransom
Sally Sibert
Allan Simon

June
2
6
10
19
25
25

Jim & Gail Rodenbeck
Stan & Lana Whonsetler
Brad & Sandy Igney
Don & Karen Crawford
Steve & Lori Smurr
Jason & Becky Shull

July

5 Travis & Katie Weaver
12 Cody & Amanda Parks
29 Jim & Mary Felger

August
1
8
14
17

Doug & Dawn Targgart
Jerry & Susie Becker
Max & Mary Whonsetler
Larry & Judy Burkhardt

We lift up the families of the following
saints-in-glory as they mourn the passing
of their loved ones:





Harold Igney 10/24/1924—2/24/2020
Ron Harding 7/28/1947—5/12/2020
Fred Clevenger 5/19/1934 - 5/14/2020
Deborah Vance ?? - 5/20/2020

RUMMAGE SALE

The past several months have given us an incredible opportunity to
clean out our closets and storage cupboards, and what better way to
purge and simplify our lives than to donate what we don’t need to
the Rummage Sale!! Items can be dropped off in the gym beginning
July 27th. Any items not sold during the rummage sale will be sent
to the United Methodist Mountain Mission in Eastern Kentucky. The
Mountain Mission Truck will pick up any remaining items on August
10th. Keep going through those cupboards and mark your calendars for our rummage sale!!

July 27-August 5: Drop Off Rummage Sale Items

August 6: 4:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m.
August 7: 9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
August 8: 9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m.

6

7

SUMMER CHALLENGE: READ THE NEW TESTAMENT IN 90 DAYS
If your summer looks anything like mine, COVID 19 has wiped a number of things of the calendar! Why not use
some of that time to dig more deeply into scripture and do something you may have never done before: read
through the entire New Testament from start to finish! The New Testament has 260 chapters, so if you read an
average of three chapters a day, you can easily finish it within three months. If you do miss a day and find yourself falling behind, don’t get discouraged, just pick up where you left off and kept going! Each Monday at noon
beginning June 1st, Pastor Shalimar will post a video on Facebook about the coming week’s scripture readings.
WEEK ONE
June 1
June 2
June 3
June 4
June 5
June 6
June 7

Matthew 1-2
Matthew 3-4
Matthew 5-7
Matthew 8-10
Matthew 11-13
Matthew 14-16
Matthew 17-19

WEEK SIX
July 6
July 7
July 8
July 9
July 10
July 11
July 12

Acts 21-23
Acts 24-26
Acts 27-28
Romans 1-3
Romans 4-6
Romans 7-9
Romans 10-12

WEEK ELEVEN
August 10
Philemon
August 11
Hebrews 1-3
August 12
Hebrews 4-6
August 13
Hebrews 7-9
August 14
Hebrews 10-11
August 15
Hebrews 12-13
August 16
James 1-2

WEEK TWO
June 8
June 9
June 10
June 11
June 12
June 13
June 14

Matthew 20-22
Matthew 23-25
Matthew 26-28
Mark 1-3
Mark 4-6
Mark 7-9
Mark 10-12

WEEK SEVEN
July 13
July 14
July 15
July 16
July 17
July 18
July 19

Romans 13-14
Romans 15-16
1 Corinthians 1-3
1 Corinthians 4-6
1 Corinthians 7-9
1 Corinthians 10-12
1 Corinthians 13-14

WEEK TWELVE
August 17
James 3-4
August 18
1 Peter 1-2
August 19
1 Peter 3-5
August 20
2 Peter 1-3
August 21
1 John 1-3
August 22
1 John 4-5
August 23
2 John, 3 John & Jude

WEEK THREE
June 15
June 16
June 17
June 18
June 19
June 20
June 21

Mark 13-16
Luke 1-3
Luke 4-6
Luke 7-9
Luke 10-12
Luke 13-15
Luke 16-18

WEEK EIGHT
July 20
July 21
July 22
July 23
July 24
July 25
July 26

1 Corinthians 15-16
2 Corinthians 1-3
2 Corinthians 4-6
2 Corinthians 7-9
2 Corinthians 10-11
2 Corinthians 12-13
Galatians 1-3

WEEK THIRTEEN
August 24
Revelation 1-3
August 25
Revelation 4-6
August 26
Revelation 7-9
August 27
Revelation 10-12
August 28
Revelation 13-15
August 29
Revelation 16-18
August 30
Revelation 19-22

WEEK FOUR
June 22
June 23
June 24
June 25
June 26
June 27
June 28

Luke 19-21
Luke 22-24
John 1-3
John 4-6
John 7-9
John 10-12
John 13-15

WEEK NINE
July 27
July 28
July 29
July 30
July 31
August 1
August 2

Galatians 4-6
Ephesians 1-3
Ephesians 4-6
Philippians 1-2
Philippians 3-4
Colossians 1-2
Colossians 3-4

WEEK FIVE
June 29
June 30
July 1
July 2
July 3
July 4
July 5

Acts 1-2
Acts 3-5
Acts 6-8
Acts 9-11
Acts 12-14
Acts 15-17
Acts 18-20

WEEK TEN
August 3
August 4
August 5
August 6
August 7
August 8
August 9

1 Thessalonians 1-3
1 Thessalonians 4-5
2 Thessalonians 1-3
1 Timothy 1-3
1 Timothy 4-6
2 Timothy 1-4
Titus 1-3

“I want to know one thing—
the way to heaven; how to
land safe on that happy
shore. God himself has condescended to teach the way;
for this very end He came
from heaven. He hath written it down in a book. O
give me that book! At any
price, give me the book of
God! I have it: here is
knowledge enough for me.”
—John Wesley
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HOW TO READ THE BIBLE
Reading the Bible is about so much more than gaining information—plenty of unbelievers have read the bible for information
to no effect! They know facts, sometimes they can even recite
chapter and verse—but they don’t know Jesus. They store a lot of
information from the Bible in their heads, but they never let it
speak to and transform their hearts. When we read Scripture we
should read with the goal of transformation. Over time, the words
we read should transform us as we grow deeper in our relationship
with Christ and our understanding of what it means to live after the
example he gave us. At various times, reading the Bible should
comfort us, discomfort us, challenge us, convict us, embolden us,
humble us, affirm us, instruct us, motivate us to action, and change
our minds! Such transformation requires that we do more than
read the words on the page; it requires us to set aside any preconceived notions we might have about what the Bible says and
actually LISTEN to those words, HEAR what God is saying to us today through words that were written thousands of years ago. Below are two different approaches to engaging scripture in ways that
help us listen for God’s voice and apply it to our lives.

LECTIO DIVINA: PRAYING THE SCRIPTURES
This is a prayerful approach to reading scripture that encourages
us to listen closely to where the scripture touches our lives today
and what we are called to do in response to what it says.
1. Read the passage for a general understanding of what it
says.
2. Reflect on the words or phrases that stick out to you. Imagine yourself as one of the characters in the story. Sit quietly with the text, reading it slowly over and over again, allowing it to penetrate your soul. Don’t analyze or study the
text, simply listen to what it says.
3. Respond by asking God what he is trying to teach you
through this passage or journaling your thoughts.
4. Rest by sitting back and quietly listening for God’s voice to
nudge at your heart.
For more in-depth information about Lectio Divina go to:
https://bustedhalo.com/ministry-resources/lectio-divinabeginners-guide

INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY
This is an investigative approach to reading scripture that leads
you to a deeper understanding of what the passage says, what it
meant to its original audience, and what it means today.
1. Observation: Observe what the scripture is about by reading the text.
2. Interpretation: Use the notes in your study Bible and other
outside resources to dig into the passage and learn about
it’s historical context and what it meant to the original audience.
3. Application: Consider how the passage applies to you and
your life today.
For more in-depth information on inductive Bible study go to:
https://www.logos.com/how-to/inductive-bible-study

How Readest Thou?
It is one thing to read the Bible through,
Another thing to read to learn and do.
Some read it with design to learn to read,
But to the subject pay but little heed.
Some read it as their duty once a week,
But no instruction from the Bible seek;
While others read it with but little care,
With no regard to how they read, nor where.
Some read it as a history, to know
How people lived three thousand years ago.
Some read to bring themselves into repute,
By showing others how they can dispute;
While others read because their neighbours do,
To see how long ’twill take to read it through.
Some read it for the wonders that are there,How David killed a lion and a bear;
While others read it with uncommon care,
Hoping to find some contradictions there!
Some read as though it did not speak to them,
But to the people at Jerusalem.
One reads it as a book of mysteries,
And won’t believe the very thing he sees.
One reads with father’s specs upon his head,
And sees the thing just as his father said.
Some read to prove a pre-adopted creed,
Hence understand but little that they read;
For every passage in the book they bend,
To make it suit that all-important end!
Some people read, as I have often thought,
To teach the book instead of being taught,
And some there are who read it out of spiteI fear there are but few who read it right.
So, many people in these latter days,
Have read the Bible in so many ways
That few can tell which system is the best,
For every party contradicts the rest!
But read it prayerfully, and you will see,
Although men contradict, God’s words agree.
For what the early Bible prophets wrote
We find that Christ and His apostles quote:
So trust no creed that trembles to recall
What has been penned by one and verified by all.
From “Special Bible Subject Helps: A Guide to Bible Truth and Exposition
of Bible Prophecy” by H.M.S. Richards. Pub: William Collins, New York.
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THANK YOU THANK YOU
THANK YOU!!








An enormous “Thank You” to everyone who has continued to send in
their tithes and offerings while we’ve been worshiping remotely! Expenses continue even when the building is closed, and we are so grateful to all of you who made it possible for us to continue to meet those
expenses.
Avilla Calvary UMC, Thank you so much for sending me gift cards for
finals week! That was very thoughtful and I appreciate it so much! It’s
been strange finishing the semester online, but it is also great to be
back home! I see God working through this Covid-19. I’m ready to see
you all after this is over. Thanks again. —Payton Hart
Dear friends, We are preparing for our next session of Pastor’s School
which begins March 2nd. We are expecting it to be another great year.
Thank you for the money you have sent and for continuing to be a part
of the work going on here in Zambia. God bless you. —Ken & Deb
Vance
Dear Friends in Mission, Thank you! The dear people you just helped
with your gift to UMCOR may never have the opportunity to meet you,
but if they did, I am certain their response would be-Thank you!
Through your financial support, you are serving within a vital network of
interactive relationships as UMCOR responds to increasingly-frequent
and destructive storms—sharing 100% of donated funds with those in
need. Together, may we continue to reveal the love of God for men,
women, and children of all ethnic, racial, cultural, and national backgrounds and to demonstrate genuine love for our neighbors. Grace and
Peace, —Thomas G. Kemper, General Secretary & Roland Fernandes,
COO and General Treasurer



Heartfelt thanks to Pastor Shalimar, Julie, and Rachel for the blessing of
the worship services from Calvary United Methodist Church! In Christ’s
love, Pastor Barb Cross



Thanks to the Calvary church family for all their prayers and cards. —
Gwen & Nicole Harding

SEEKING POSTAGE
STAMP DONATIONS
Thank you to everyone who donated postage stamps these past
three months! We’ve gone
through quite a bit of postage
since the pandemic began in an
attempt to keep everyone, including those without access to the
internet, connected and informed.
Please keep both first class and
postcard stamps coming in. Every
stamp helps. THANK YOU!!

THE STEWARDSHIP
CORNER
Gen. Offering for Mar/Apr/May
Expenses for Dec/Jan/Feb
2020 Year to date offerings:
2020 Year to date expenses:

23,432.32
27,373.27
36,804.29
49,409.27

Other Mar/Apr/May Offerings
Missions—Food Pantry
Missions—UMCOR
Missions—Costa Rica Mission
Missions—Common Grace
Missions—Life & Family Services
Trustees

$1220
$90
$269
$340
$75
$600

Avg. in-person attendance for Mar: 55
Avg. online viewing for Mar:
365
Avg. online viewing for Apr:
319
Avg. online viewing for May:
112
Average LIVE viewing for Mar/Apr/May: 42*
****************
*”LIVE” viewing refers to the peak number of people who watch our service
online while it is live. Keep in mind that
this only counts computers, and in many
households multiple people would be
watching the same screen, meaning the
number of individual viewers is likely
nearly double the number of screens. A
number of people also watch later as
opposed to joining us while we are live.
“Online viewing” includes all those who
watched live or later and also includes
those who engaged in some way by
clicking or commenting on the post but
may have only watched a portion of the
service.
PLEASE NOTE: Income and expenses
vary throughout the year with expenses
heavy at the beginning of the year and
income often increasing toward the end
of the year. At the end of the year, any
deficit is able to be covered by funds
raised at the Apple Festival. Your financial contributions make a real difference,
and we thank you for helping to ensure
that our church is staffed, our building
maintained, and our ministry to the
church and community supported!

ONLINE GIVING
You can now give your tithes and offerings online through PayPal. Simply go to
our website www.avillacalvaryumc.org
and click on the “Donate” button. You
will be taken to a secure site where you
can set up a one time or recurring payment.

Special Sunday Offerings
To learn more go to http://www.umc.org/howwe-serve/special-sundays.

June 7: Peace with J ustice Sunday

“Vibrant, fruitful, growing congregations thrive because of
the extraordinary sharing,
willing sacrifice, and joyous
giving of their members out of
love for God and neighbor.”

Robert Schnase
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Hidden Books of
the Bible

There are 16 books of the Bible hidden in the text of the
paragraph below. Can you find them all?? The first one is
underlined for you. The answer can be found at: https://
www.biblebelievers.com/HiddenAnswers.html

I once made a remark about the hidden
books of the Bible. It was a lulu, kept people
looking so hard for facts and for others it
was a revelation. Some were in jam, especially since the names of the books were not
capitalized, but the truth finally struck home
to numbers of readers. To others, it was a
real job. We want it to be a most fascinating
few moments for you. YES, THERE WILL
BE SOME REALLY EASY ONES TO SPOT.
Others may require judges to help them. I
will quickly admit it usually takes a minister
to find one of them, and there will be
loud lamentations when it is found. One little
lady says she brews a cup of tea, so she
can concentrate better. See how well you
can compete. Relax now for there are really
sixteen names of books of the Bible in this
story.

GROANERS

Need help? You will find the following 16 books of the Bible in the paragraph above: Acts, Amos, Esther, Hebrews,
James, Job, Judges, Kings, Lamentations, Luke, Mark,
Numbers, Peter, Revelation, Ruth, Titus.
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Which Bible character had no parents?
Joshua, son of Nun.
Why didn’t they play cards on the Ark?
Because Noah was standing on the deck.
Who was the shortest man in the Bible?
Nehemiah (knee-high-miah).

Singing our Faith
“O God, As We Pause”
By Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, 2020
We often think of hymns as having been written
long ago, but many hymns are still being written
today! Carolyn Gillette is Presbyterian pastor and
modern hymn writer who lives in New York. She
has written several hymns in the past few months
that speak to our current situation including When
We Face an Unknown Future, We Grieve in Isolation, This Easter Celebration, God Whose Will is
Health and Wholeness, and O God, As We Pause.
Find the texts to all these hymns and more at
www.carolynshymns.com. O God as We Pause
can be sung to the same tune as Immortal, Invisi-

ble, God Only Wise.

O God, as we pause from our usual ways,
as millions stay home, as we count passing
days, may we learn what matters — what
really has worth. May we seek your reign as
we live here on earth.
May we find your blessings in small, common things; may we learn the joy that community brings. In loving our neighbors, in
stopping to pray, may we know your presence in each passing day.
God, may we reflect on a world that has
changed —a world where our values have
been rearranged. For those who once
thought they could stand by themselves now
value the workers who restock the shelves.
As greed and injustice are being laid bare,
may we build a nation that's loving and fair.
God, give us the courage to change what we
can, to work for the justice that's part of
your plan.
So, turn us around, Lord, to make your
world new; May we seek, in all things, to
first follow you. In change and in sorrow
may we seek your reign. O God, in our
pausing, restore us again!

What time of day was Adam created?
A little before Eve. .
10
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June 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2
9-11:30 am
Food Pantry

3

4

5

6

7
8
9:15am
Online Worship
Only

9
9-11:30am
Food Pantry

10

11

12

13

14
9am Worship
10am Sunday
School

15

16
9-11:30am
Food Pantry

17

18

19

20

21
9am Worship
10am Sunday
School

22

23
9-11:30am
Food Pantry

28
9am Worship
10am Sunday
School

29

30
9-11:30am
Food Pantry

12pm Richmond
Family Fellowship Hall Rental

24

25

26

27
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July 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

Thu

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

5:30pm Trustees
5
9am Worship
10am Sunday
School

6

7
9-11:30 am
Food Pantry

8

9

10

11

12
9am Worship
10am Sunday
School

13

14
9-11:30 am
Food Pantry

15

16

17

18

19
9am Worship
10am Sunday
School

20
9-11:30am
Vacation Bible
School

21
9-11:30 am
Food Pantry

22
9-11:30am
Vacation Bible
School

23

24

25

29

30

1:30 p.m.
Memorial
Service for
Cleo Mark

9-11:30 a.m.
Vacation Bible
School
26
9am Worship
10am Sunday
School

27
Begin dropping
off items for
Rummage Sale

28
9-11:30 am
Food Pantry

31

12
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August 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2
9am Worship
10am Sunday
School

3

9
9am Worship
10am Sunday
School
10am Costa Rica
Mission Trip
Info Meeting

10
Mountain Mission Truck PickUp

11
9-11:30 am
Food Pantry

16
9am Worship
10am Sunday
School

17

18
9-11:30 am
Food Pantry

3-8pm Smith
Family Fellowship Hall Rental

4
9-11:30 am
Food Pantry

5

6

7
9am-5pm
Rummage Sale

8
9am-12pm
Rummage Sale

13

14

15
9am-6pm Indiana UM Annual
Conference—@
Indiana Wesleyan University &
Online

20

21

22

4-7pm
5:30pm Trustees Rummage Sale
6:30pm Finance
12

6:30pm Staff
Parish Committee
19

10am Shull Family Fellowship
Hall Rental
6:30pm Administrative Council

23
9am Worship
10am Sunday
School

24

30
9am Worship
10am Sunday
School

31

25
9-11:30 am
Food Pantry

26

27

28

29
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Pastor ……………....Pastor Shalimar Holderly
Administrative Asst….……......Adrienne Treesh
Organist.……………………………Rheta Igney
Organist………………..……..Mary Whonsetler
Custodians…………......Tony & Robert Gienger
Prayer Chain……………...…….…..Amy Barker
Food Pantry……..…….Don & Karen Crawford
Sound Technicians………….…...Brad Igney &
……………………...…………..Gary McKinley
Media Technician……..Julie Becker & Jackie
Wakeman

Impact 2818 Camp News
Vacation Bible School
Costa Rica Mission Trip 2021 Dates
Worship Plans-In person and Online
Rummage Sale
Summer Bible Reading Challenge
August Meeting Dates

STAFF

101 Cherry St.
Avilla, Indiana 46710
Calvary Office
(260) 897-3190
Parsonage
(260) 897-2591
Pastor’s Cell
(260) 241-4874
E-Mail: avillacalvaryumc@embarqmail.com
Website: www.avillacalvaryumc.org
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday , 9 a.m. –12 p.m.

Calvary United Methodist Church

“Caring for our
Community by
Sharing God’s Love”

Sunday School
all ages
10:10 AM









Sunday Worship 9:00 AM

Calvary
Comments
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